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Sir: 

a .7fFR W 56 1.97 and 1.98, the Applicant 
Pursuant to the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. §§1-56, 
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rial No. 09/359,986 -2- Art Unit: 1651 

PART III - Explanation of Non-English Language References 
and Remarks Concerning Other Information Cited 

W The following is a concise explanation of the relevance of each non-English language 
PATE ^tference listed on the attached form PTO-1449. 
French Patent Publications 

EP 0285 474 "Skin Equivalent" was identified by the European Patent Examining Authority 
as an "X" reference with respect to claims 1 and 2 in PCT publication no. WO 94/18945. An English 
language translation of those portions which are relevant to the patentability of the claimed invention 
is attached hereto. Also enclosed is Australian patent publication AU-A-13742 (in English) which 
corresponds to EP 0285 474. 

EP 051 1 116 "Antigens Recognized by Antibodies Found in Patient with Rheumatoid 
Arthritis, their Preparations and their Applications," was identified by the European Patent Examining 
Authority as an "X" reference with respect to PCT claims 26-30. Applicants bring to the Examiner's 
attention that these claims were directed to "modified corneocyte proteins or polypeptide fragments." 
An English language translation of those portions which are relevant to the patentability of the 
claimed invention is attached hereto. 
Japanese Patent Publications 

English language translations of portions of the Japanese patent applications are attached to 

the Japanese patent applications. 

JP Application No. TOKU KAI HEI 5-56785 describes the nucleotide sequence of DNA 
encoding a human epidermis transglutaminase. 

JP Application No. HEI 2-204407 describes hair cosmetic formulations containing 
transglutaminase extracted from guinea pig liver and hydrophilic polyalcohols. 

JP Application No. HEI 3-385 1 1 describes an ointment which contains transglutaminase that 

is obtained from the livers of animals. 

JP Application No. SHOU 61-172807 describes cosmetic formulations containing proteins 
that have been crosslinked in solution by transglutaminase. 

PART IV: Remarks 

A copy of each of the above- identified information is enclosed unless otherwise indicated on 
the attached form PTO-1449 (modified). It is respectfully requested that: 
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1 The Examiner consider completely the cited information, along with any other 
formation, in reaching a determination concerning the patentability of 

2 The enclosed form PTO-1449 be 

infom a^^ 
"^"tationsfor^ 

aPPliC ty SUbml ^ 

that a search has been performed, of the extent of any search performed, or that more relevant 
thatt he information cited inthe 

thatt heinformationcited inthe Statement ,s, or is considered to be, in fact, pnor art as defmed by 3 5 

""■"'Klithstanding any statements by the AppHcant, the Examiner is urged to form his own 
conclusion regarding the relevance of the cited information. 
An early and favorable action is hereby requested. 
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